Mode of action of bestatin and leupeptin to induce the accumulation of acid soluble peptides in rat liver in vivo and the properties of the accumulated peptides. The important role of bestatin- and leupeptin-sensitive proteases in the protein degradation pathway in vivo.
The chemical properties of acid soluble peptides accumulated in liver or excreted into urine after administration of bestatin or leupeptin to rats were investigated extensively. At the same time, the effects of glucagon on the bestatin-induced accumulation of acid soluble peptides were studied. The results show the important role of bestatin- and leupeptin-sensitive proteases in the degradation pathway of intracellular proteins in vivo.